GOLDSEEEKERS OF THE EARLY

T THE EDITOR..

E'rm,—-l have vead with miuch. interest tlis
series of articles reproduced in your columns
from the Melbourne Argus on * The Gold-
seekers of the Early Fifties.” -

In your issue of Saturday, the 10th; there
appear several minor historieal errors. opealk-
mg of Garrett, his name was not ** Tom.”
The name he was best known by was “ Harry
Garrett.”” His ‘real '‘name was “Henry
Rouse.” s pii e

The accompanying letter to Mr Donne, of
Wellington,  will explain more than I care
to occupy your space with, and the only: ob-
ject 1 bave in view is to give the future his-
torian facts. % : g

Another error in the same issue was the
capture- of . Garrett in England, wlich was
solely due to the detective, on the trail making
[riends with a woman that Garrett's mate in
the bank robbery had picked up.—I am; ete.,
: s » i J. FORSYITH. .

Manor Terrace, Juneil4. - 2

RE MATLS,

TO THE EDITOR
SIP.,w.—I read with muech interest Mr. Dur-
rand’s letter .on the above subject, in your
1ssue of Saturday., All-he says only goes to
bear out what I tried to impress on our public
bodies some 12 months ago—viz., that: Wel-
lington is ‘the proper port for distribution of
the. American mails: “l'rue, no time was lost

iv' bringing down the mail last week, but that"

only . occurred ‘through a seriea: of fortunate
chanees, "the Moana arriving almost up. to

time, the, detention of ‘the Rotoiti, the .tides-
surting, ete.  Let us see when there will he

another, delivery on the Thursday night !, -
‘There .is o further grievance, however, the

apathy about which'in the commercial com. .

munity 1s a source of wonder to me. I refer

to’ Fhu..pnstal_. communication .with .Australia’
during the winter months. - Until six months

ago the service had béen weekly, bul owing
t> the falling away of both passenger and
cargo trafic the Union Company found it
necessary to curtail their” sailings  for” 'six

months out of the 12. No ‘orie can blame ‘the
Union Company fo: failing to run a- servies
when they are bound to lose by it, and it-can -

only be looked upon as a matter for .regret
that the traffic does not permit of the weekly
service being run throughout the’ year.” But,

when you read of special committees heing

chosen by Parliament to consider how a bet-,
ter service can be maintained, such proposals
seem ‘the height of idiocy—unless, ' indeed,
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LIS Mlelnusls, Wil WeLe S50 Zeaions nm}r ﬂlﬂdut.
to maintain a regular weekly service if pos-
sible. It would, indeed, be absurd to.try .to
oust such a serv 1ce as the Union Gumpany g3
‘the subsidy would -require to be’ enormoue;
Wh}' try. to ln‘.lpr(nF- ‘upon the ‘excellent “ser-
| vice we have, unless in the way of: maklng it
weekly all the year round?: If the - Commit-
tee for the Extension of Trade’’ are anxious
t subsidise someone, by all means let it be -
the Union Compariy, whwh deserves it.. I’
hold ro . brief for that' company, - mc.eeﬂ L
think their ten- -(laily service might “be im- *
proved upon. For instance, their ships Jeave’

ing. a gap -of 10 days between the s-ulmn-s
from each port. . Why should‘they not. lesve’

other, giving weekly cnmmumcatu}n far.
cargo and postal services tao? " So far as the
| postal service ig concerned, we should he ‘much’
better suited by a fartmn'htly service fromni
| each port leaving. alternately “Syduey ' and
'‘Melbourne.  Passengers in ‘a hutry . to get-

b over could always proceed from S}rdney to -

Melbourne, or- vice versa. Then we should
| not be limited to one I'Eﬂ*ular Hnme m*‘ul per;
munth as at present.

Cansldemnq the greaf meenv&mence thm
celony suffers through irregular. postal com:-:

'munmatmn, I am astonished that we are con: -

tent to sit still under’it. No other commer-
cial people would! What are chamhers of
‘ecommerce for? Appurenﬂy' to-sdiscuss - ab-
stract” questions.  Certeinly they ‘do” not
trouble themselves about matters of much
practical utility,: and’ surely nothing “comes
more within the scope of their functions thdn
attending to postal questmna The Auckland
Chamber, are all alive 'to. their 'interests in
these matters. "Cannot .something* be done
to interest our local body? The Union:Com:
pany always pose as the servants of the piib-
lie. Let us see what the Chamber of Com-
‘merce can do with them—supposing, ‘of
course, that body thinks the above: cubjecta
W orthy of attention.—I aih, etc., . .
 Dunedin, June 15. o it A H
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"ECLIPSE OF THE"SUN"
TO. THE EDITOR,

Sm —Can you'inform me thrnugh your
paper when the last total eclipsé of the sun
“took place in New Zealand, and at what time
of the day it took.place? Please, inform me if
one took place about 13 years-ago, and at
what tlme did it aceur. —I am, ete,,

I:'..GLIPHE

[The last tcrtal echpse of the sun visible in

New' Zealand Dtcuned on 9th September,.

1685, about 7 a.m.. The total phase -crossed
YFW Ziealand near Cnels Strait and Aacbas

Melbourne and Sydney on the same days, mak- -

‘Sydney the one week .and’ Melbourne- the:
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PACIFIC STREET, NEVADA, -

37, TO THE EDITOR, o Tl
 SIR,—As a ratepayer in Roslyn, I shionld
likﬂ to uﬂl‘ruburﬂ.tﬂ 'ﬁ'h_ﬁ-t- h_l{.&tel]&l}rer_’:’ savs.

of "this strect, :

in this.morning’s Times about the condition

It has-always occurred to me that the resi-

dents in this street must be a very nmble and
long-suffering class of people. 7 © . = .- i
One has just to go down it on a wet win-
ter’s night to fully realise the state of. mat-
ters, for not only is there an entire absence
of lighting, but the paths are all dilapidated,
and the road proper in ruts, literally. -~
The road has not, I am told, been maca-
demised for some 15 years back. £ - - + 1

The residents should petition the council -
and respectfully insist on metal being put on

the ‘roads, the paths both curbed, and two
lamps put in ‘the street for, like the other
parts of the borough, they pay rates for light:'
ing and street maintenance.—1I am, ete.) "
June 19, " it ' Rostyx, -

3OLD DREDGES., = -
TO THXY EDITOR. ' '

Sie,—In your issue of the 10th inet. uhder

the above heading a brief epistle appeared
signed “E. T. H.” mforming. your readers
of the fact.that the said “P. 7. ‘H.” kne

of a dozen * wild cats,”* and warning the
Investing ‘public against investing . those.
" wild eats.”  Now, " E. T. H.” .need not feel
.disappointed if the investing public refuse to
accepl his advice until he gives his name and
qualtfication for the position 'of * adviser-
general ” to the investing public. K, oy H
might also be good:enough to name - the
locality wherein the “wild cats’ he knows
of abound.—1 am, ete, M. MfArreN,
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