{n the vear 1848, the ship Ajax left kngland for New Zealand taking three months 1o reac
Dunedin which it did in January, 1849, My Grandmother and Grandfather Mfr and Mys
Samuel Woolley) one son. Samuel, and five daughiers - Clarissa, Eliza, Maria, Jane and
Lucy were passengers on the ship. Jane, a child of four took croup and died and was buried
at sea. This caused Grandfather and Grandmother a great grief  The youngest of the
Jamily was Lucy, she was a baby of six weeks old when they left England  On arvival at
Dunedin it way verv cold There was flax and scrub vight to the waters edee and as there
were no howses, the only place 1 go was the Barracks.

Grandfather acquired a pizce of land af North East Valley where he and my Uncle, o lad of
fifteen, built a house.  There was a flood and the water of the Leith overflowed its banks, the
swater went in the front door and out through the back and the heavy rain caused the roof to
leak and Grandmother had 1) keep the children on the bed with umbreilas up ler keep them
drv. Grandfather put the fivst bridee across the waier of the Leith which swas made by
Jelling  a troe on one side af the river and then felling another tree on the other side and
nailing larhs across to wall on.

It was very havd to oblain work in those days as Captain Cargill was not in favour of anvone
geding work but the ones from Scotland as ke reckoned it was a Scottish Settiesmen:, hut Dr
Burns emploved Grandfather and my Uncle and while emploved they built him a boat.
Grandfather next brought a piece of ground and house in Manse Street apposite where
Hain's Hotel stands. A boy who worked as boots in the Hotel and used to visit Crandfather,
later became the owner of the Hoel,  He was Job Wain and it is him the Hotel was named
Wain's Hotel'. Grandfuther sold out for a_few pounds grounds that is worth o grear deal of
money today and shified 1o ferbert, which was then known as Otepopo.  While fiving in
Dunedin two suns were born, Josiah and Phillip.  That made the Samily of seven and they
sailed from Dunedin to Otepopo in two open rosving boats, one Jor the family and one for the
luggage. A Otepopo, Crandfuther managed the dairy part of a farge Iistate for Ay Chas,
Suisted. While workivig there Crandmathor, wheo had lecrnt choese making o “Home” made
farge guantitios of cheese and when Me Suisted saw how good i was he sent some "Home
and [ think this must have been the first cheese sent "Home” That was in the vear 1854, (93
vears agol. While living at Otepopo, my Aunts Clara, Eliza and Maria ofien walked to
Moeraki to visit ship mates. - They would stav a night at Hampsteads and walk back again.
My Mother (Mary Jane Woolleyi was born at Otepopo. The fanmily next moved lo
Goodwaod where Grandfather worked for Mr Suisted and he then brought a place o
Goodwaod which he farmed for a few vears  Afy Aunt Louisa was born while they lived
there,  The next move way io Haikouaiti where Crranedfather had a Hotel  This Hotel was in
Beach Street and during the Dunstan gold rush there was great trade especially in home
made bread. As the bakehouse oven fell in no bread was obtainable by the men who landed
off the boat 1o go io the gold diggings until my Aunties started baking bread Jor which they
received 2d a loaf and 2/6 for a meal and g bed.

The next move way fo a Hotel on the main road as the coaches ran to and Jrom Dunedin,
Crrandfuther named the Hotel "The Plough Inn" afier the "Plough Inn" in Melton Mowbray
in Lefcestershive, ngland and which they had sold 1o come out fo New Zealand.  The
Plough Inn at Iaikonaiti is stil standing but has been converted info a dwelling house,
Crandfother next huill the Raitway Hotel near the Raiheay Station and he conducted it until
his death at the age of 82, Crandmother also died a few vears before him.  Aftogether they
reared a family of seven, three others died when young, Jane, the one who died at sea and
Josiah and Phillip wiho died when an epidemic of Scartet Fever broke out in Weikouaiti when
they Iived in the Hotel in Beach Street.. Al the family are now dead bt thev all ved o be
S0 vears and over, one Aunt brng over 985 vear of age when she died. The reminiscences
they could tell would fill a book. Hhen we think of what the old identities had to g0 through
and what they put up with. without complaining, how thankful we should be Jer all the
conveniences and advanfages thar we have now.

When Grandfather {eft Fngland he weni to bouk passages for Canada.  He spoke io a man
on the wharf and the man asked where he was going ond he said '‘Canada’ The man said he
should go by the Hia to New Zealand as it was o new couniry. He perswaded Grandfuther
to change hix mind and gu to New Zealand and when he went back and told Grandmather
she way inoa greaf stote - she said there were onhv wild peaple in New Zealand and it was no
place o fake a family.
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