
Our Very Grateful Thanks  
go to everyone who has helped us to put on our commemorative 

production of ‘The Best Christmas Present in the World’.  
 

We Wish You All A Very Happy Christmas  
and  A Peaceful New Year! 

Raising Funds For: 
There But Not There 

Michael Morpurgo’s Farms for City Children 
St. Luke’s Hickling 

 
Also, our grateful thanks to those who gave us additional 
donations which covered the cost of  our costumes and 

refreshments. 
Thank you, everyone, for your support! 
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The Choir 
invite you to join them in their singing 

throughout the evening; 

please sing along or hum or ‘la la la’  

whenever you recognise anything! 

The Best Christmas Present in the World 
By Michael Morpurgo 

Echoes of  Christmas 1914 in the trenches call to the present 
day when a letter found by chance in an antique desk brings one 
soldier’s experience hauntingly to life. A journey begins to find 
the owner of  the letter whilst the story of  the Christmas truce 

in 1914 unfolds through Christmas cake, marzipan and football. 
http://michaelmorpurgo.com/ 

 
Silent Night 

"Silent Night" (German: Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht) was composed 
in 1818 by Franz Xaver Gruber to lyrics by Joseph Mohr in the 
small town of  Oberndorf  bei Salzburg, Austria. It was declared 

an intangible cultural heritage by UNESCO in March 2011. 
The song was sung simultaneously in French, English and 

German by troops during the Christmas truce of  1914, as it was 
one carol that soldiers on both sides of  the front line knew.  

It is also known as the ‘World Peace Carol’ - http://
www.stillenacht.at/en/index.asp 

The Best Christmas Present in the World 
Cast: 

Sam:     Thomas Samworth 
Connie:   Maddie Irving 
Jim (narrator):   Tim McEwen 
Jim (soldier):  Ben Samworth 
Hans:   William Hogg 
Private Morris:  William Overall (& Old Man & boy with dog) 
Private Schmidt:  Katie Lamb (& Matron) 
British soldiers:   German soldiers: 
William Overall   Katie Lamb  
George Greasley   Isla Greasley  
Charlie Lamb   Anna Greasley     
    
       
Choir:  Lynn Irving 
Gill Bowman, Julia Brailsford, Karen Buckley, Jane Harvey,  Paul Irving, 
Sally Jenkins, Barbara McEwen, Richard Pulley, Sue Pulley, Michael Steven, 
Sue Willis, Margaret Woolley. 
 
Trumpet:   Jim Woolley 
Goodbyee sung by:  William Overall and Katie Lamb 
Behind the Scenes: 
Jane Fraser, Caroline Samworth, Lynn Irving, Alan Thomas, Alex Thomas, 
Dorothy Chahal, Sara Parker, Carol Beedle. 
 
 
We first performed this play in 2014 and all the main parts 
were taken by adults from the village with children acting 
the roles of  the soldiers. In the 4 years since then, these 
children have been growing up into the wonderful young 
people you are seeing tonight—old enough to take on the 
adult parts; a fitting symbol of  the passage of  those four 

long years a 100 years ago.  
250,000 ‘underage’ soldiers served in WWI, many just a 

year older than some in our cast. 
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